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Abstract. The study is devoted to the linguapragmatic characteristics of the special military operation
representation in the media discourse of the People’s Republic of China. The material of 230 media texts from
the official newspaper of the Communist Party of China, People’s Daily Newspaper, and 150 publications from
the entertainment social network Zhihu was analysed. The research method proposed was a critical content
analysis conducted by means of a concordancer programme with keyword extraction and thematic segmentation.
The study revealed differences in the use of linguistic means of forming the image of Russia and identified the
linguapragmatic features of the studied media texts, which consist in the emphasis on the historical and social-
and-political context of the foreign policy events description. At the same time, social media texts paid more
attention to the history of relations between Russia and Ukraine, while the official media described the political and
economic consequences of the military conflict. The study shows the applicability of content analysis to identifying
the linguapragmatics that characterises the image of the country by analysing the linguistic representation of
social-and-political events and state institutions in media texts. Further research should be done to investigate
the image of Russian institutions in the Chinese media in order to identify the formation of the image of Russia
in the Chinese media.
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AnHoTanus. CTaThs MOCBSAIIEHA UCCICTOBAHUIO JTMHIBOIIPATMATHUECKUX XapaKTEPUCTHK PEIpe3eHTAIH
crienanbHON BOeHHOH onepanuu B Meauaauckypce KHP. B conocraButensHoM Kittoue mpoaHanuzuposano 230 me-
JIMaTEKCTOB U3 0pHUIMaIbHOI razeTsl KommyHuctryeckoi naprun Kuras « Kensmunb XKubao» u 150 myOnukanuii
U3 COLMANIbHOM MH(OPMaIIMOHHO-pa3BiIeKarebHON ceTn «Wkuxy». B kauecTBe MeTona UCCiIea0BaHus PeJIo-
KEH Ka4eCTBEHHO-KOJIMUECTBEHHBIN KOHTEHT-aHAIN3, IPOBOUMBII MOCPEICTBOM IPOTPaMMBI-KOHKOPJAHCEpa C
BBIJICJICHHEM M TEMaTHYECKOW CerMeHTallell KIIIoUeBbIX ClIOB. B pesynbrare nccienoBanusi ObUTH 0OHAPYIKESHBI
OTJIMYMS B HCIIOJIB30BAaHUU JIMHI'BHCTHUYECKHX CPEACTB (opmupoBaHusi oOpa3a Poccun m onperneneHbl JMHTBO-
IparMaTuyeckiue 0COOCHHOCTH PAacCCMOTPEHHBIX MEIUATEKCTOB, KOTOPBIE COCTOST B aKIEHTE HA MCTOPHUECKOM
U COLMAIIBHO-TIOJIUTHYECKOM KOHTEKCTE COOBITHH. [Ipr 3TOM B TEKCTax COLMANBHBIX MeIua OOJbIlle BHUMAHMS
YACISIIOCH UCTOPUM OTHOIIeHHH Poccun 1 Ykpaunsl, Torna kak opunuansabie CMU onuchIBamy MojauTHYECKHE
1 SKOHOMHYECKHE TTOCIIE/ICTBHSI BOGHHOTO KOH(uKTa. [IpoBeieHHOE uccieaoBanne MoKa3bIBaeT NPUMEHUMOCTh
KOHTEHT-aHaJIM3a JUIsl BBISIBIICHHS JIMHIBOIIPArMaTHYECKUX XapaKTePUCTHK 00pa3a CTpaHbl MOCPEACTBOM aHaIHM3a
SI3BIKOBOH perpe3eHTaluy 00IIeCTBEHHO-TTOJUTHYECKUX COOBITHI N MHCTUTYTOB B Menuarekcrax. /lanHas pado-
Ta MOXXET OBITh MPOJIOJKEHA B HAIPABJICHUH W3y4YeHUs 00pa3a nHctuTyToB Poccuu B kutaiickux CMU ¢ nienbio
YCTaHOBJICHHSI 0COOCHHOCTEH popMupoBaHun 00pa3a Hamieit ctpansl B KHP.

KiroueBsble cjoBa: Meauaauckype, kuraiickue CMU, KOHTEHT-aHaIN3, KOPITYC MEINATEKCTOB, PEIIPE3eH-
Tanusa B CMIU.
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Introduction

Media communication in the modern era is
characterised by its mass and permanent nature,
as information appearing in the media is instantly
conveyed to the recipient of the speech message.
Information flows are much like a tsunami, where
every person is essentially always in the ‘coastal
zone,” with no way to escape the impact or
consequences of the information wave [Kalinin,
Mavleeva, 2022, p. 136]. Karabulatova and
Kopnina, describing modern media communication
also call for the need to comprehend those
mechanisms that not only characterise the creative
attitude to a speech work, but can also serve the
purpose of deliberate distortion of factual data,
historical memory, and destruction of personal
values [Karabulatova, Kopnina, 2023, p. 319].

The contemporary media space is a crucial
channel for shaping public opinion about any
event, personality, social or governmental
institution. Essentially, any socio-political event,
through media coverage, reaches the mass
audience as a linguistic representation of a new
concept or a change in the content of an existing
concept. This concept, when combined with the
mental attitudes of each individual recipient,
i.e., their basic knowledge and set of personal
experiences, is conceptualized, categorized, and
interpreted [Kalinin, 2022, p. 42].
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In this context, the study of verbal
representation of various socio-political
phenomena holds significant predictive potential,
as it allows of predictions about the further
development of the political situation based on
understanding the mechanisms of public opinion
formation at the text level. This influences
relations between countries and, in some
cases, the geopolitical balance in the world.
The language of mass communication is a key tool
for informational influence on both individuals
and collective audiences. Serving as the primary
means of creating a socio-political worldview
and a fundamental mechanism for reflecting and
shaping the national worldview, language units are
to be considered the most objective implement of
linguistic analysis.

The relevance of this research is confirmed
by the fact that today we are already witnessing
a hybrid war, where the linguistic component
may play a more important role than the military
actions. In the context of a special military
operation, Russia has faced a large-scale
information campaign aimed at dehumanizing
the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation and
demonizing Russia as a whole in Western media
[Velikaya, Berezkina, 2023; Zinin, 2023; Vyunov
et al., 2024; Kazarenko, 2023]. This raises the
pressing issue of the event representation in
Ukraine within the media space of the Global
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South countries, particularly in China, with which
Russia officially maintains a comprehensive
partnership and strategic interaction entering a
new era. It is worth noting that in the Russia’s
public media space, there is often a postulated
opinion of comprehensive support from China,
which seems not entirely justified, as it reflects
private interpretations by Russian journalists of
individual statements by Chinese political figures
and lacks an analysis of public opinion.

In this regard, the subject of this study is the
linguapragmatic characteristics of the Russian-
Ukrainian conflict representation in institutional
(the official newspaper of the Communist Party of
China) and non-institutional (the social network
Zhihu) media in China. The aim of the study is
to identify these characteristics and subsequently
interpret them in the context of forming the image
of Russia as a whole.

The comparative analysis of official media and
social networks, which technically underpins this
study, opens the way to an urgent interdisciplinary
scientific task with practical implications, namely,
testing a mechanism for monitoring the formation
and change of public opinion.

As noted in one contemporary research,
modern media text has “a complex communicative
structure, combining text, hypertext, dynamic
(static) images, and sound, providing a nonlinear,
multichannel, multilayered, and multifaceted
perception of embedded conceptual and stylistic
meanings” [Akhrenova, Zaripov, 2023, p. 92].
Meanwhile, the verbal component remains the
central element capable of conveying the main
content of the author’s intention and reflecting
the extralinguistic characteristics of media texts.

It is also important to note the significance
of the lingua-cultural context of modern media
communication, within which the specifics of
discourse generation and its potential interpretation
by media text recipients are determined by
lingua-culture [Shi-Xu, 2022]. This necessitates
considering the features of national Chinese
culture within this study.

Chinese-language media discourse is a
frequent subject of linguistic research, and the very
principle of representing a country’s media image
is closely linked to the conceptual space of Eastern
and Western propaganda [Karabulatova, Lagutkina,
2021, p. 40]. In general, the features of the China’s
official media functioning [Lobanova, 2014], the use
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of media discourse to express the official position of
China’s leadership [Koshkarova, Mikushev, 2021],
are often studied in Russian linguistics.
Undoubtedly, the role of Chinese unofficial
media, such as various social networks, in political
communication in general [Yu Xiao, 2021] and as a
means of soft power in particular [Podosokorskiy,
2022], has also been studied. It should be noted that
a systematic analysis of non-institutional political
media discourse in China is presented in Frolova’s
dissertation research, where it is described as a hybrid
format of media and political discourses formed in
an electronically mediated environment, providing
status equality of communicants and transmitting
the axiological attitudes of agents of electronically
mediated communication [Frolova, 2023, p. 6].
The special military operation as a subject
of description in Chinese media is presented
in several works. It should be noted that some
researchers confirm the official position of
comprehensive support by China for Russia’s
actions through their scientific inquiries. For
instance, Shemyakin asserts that in most cases, the
sentiment in the media towards Russia is friendly.
Russia is portrayed as a powerful strategic,
military, and economically strong country, and its
people are depicted as indomitable and preserving
their cultural shortcomings. It is also often
emphasized that both Russia and China jointly
oppose the USA and NATO [Shemyakin, 2023,
p. 348]. Xu Mingluo confirms the friendly rhetoric
of Chinese official media, explaining it as a direct
instruction from Chinese authorities to limit the
coverage of the special military operation within
efforts to strengthen peace and support Russia’s
right to defend its interests [Xu Mingluo, 2022,
p- 214]. In the works of Kalinin and Mavleeva,
based on conducted corpus content analysis and
substantive discourse analysis, a more restrained
assessment is given: in the media discourse of
China, there is rather an absence of an effort to form
an evaluative component of conceptual knowledge
about the situation in Ukraine. Meanwhile, we see
that significant attention is paid to the historical
context of Russia-Ukraine relations and the
external socio-economic background [Kalinin,
Mavleeva, 2022, p. 143]. It should be emphasized
that studies of Chinese social networks to identify
the state of public opinion regarding the Russian-
Ukrainian conflict and linguapragmatic analysis of
Russia’s image have not been conducted, making

Becmuux Boal'V. Cepusa 2, fzvikosnanue. 2025. T. 24. Ne |



O.I Kalinin, K.N. Mironenko. Linguapragmatic Characteristics of the Russian-Ukrainian Conflict Representation

this comparative study particularly relevant from
a practical standpoint.

Materials and methods

The comparative nature of the study involves
the compilation of two corpuses of media texts.
The sources for these texts were analytical and
informational articles from the official website
of the People’s Daily Newspaper (A [ H#k),
the official periodical of the Communist Party of
China, and posts from the social network Zhihu
(%11°F), which is similar to Quora or Yandex.Zen,
featuring informational and entertainment content.
In both cases, the selection of texts was conducted
from February 2022 to December 2022. The
institutional media corpus consisted of 230 media
texts, totaling 122,461 characters, while the volume
of the non-institutional media corpus comprised
150 publications, totaling 149,178 characters.

The methodology for analysing media
representation of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict
is primarily based on corpus-based critical content
analysis, which includes three stages:

1. Quantitative Analysis — utilizing software
to create a list of keywords and their collocations;

2. Qualitative Analysis — grouping keywords
into thematic blocks and identifying patterns in
the use of keywords and collocations;

3. Critical Analysis—examining specific contexts
to refine the data obtained in the first two stages.

The content analysis was conducted with the
concordance software AntConc (version 3.5.8),
which will make an in-depth study of textual
information bulk possible and help considering
specificity of lexical elements and their combinations.

This methodological approach is an
effective tool for identifying the linguapragmatic
characteristics of the image of a public institution
in the media discourse of another country. The use
of a text corpus enables the analysis of big data,
thematic grouping and qualitative analysis point to
conclusions obtained from quantitative analysis,
adding the necessary detail to the results.

Results and discussion

The analysis of keywords identified lists of
pragmatically significant keywords and phrases,
whose frequent use contributes to the formation
of a specific conceptual representation of Russia’s
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actions in Ukraine within the framework of the
special military operation.

The obtained lexemes were divided into four
thematic groups with the most frequent keywords
for all four groups of each corpus that are presented
in the form of word clouds (see Table 1).

The use of thematic lexical units by groups in
the collected corpuses is represented in following
Figure. The columns on the left represent the
frequency of lexeme usage from four thematic
groups in official media texts, while the columns on
the right correspond to their frequency in the social
media corpus. Columns of the same color indicate
the same thematic group across different corpora.

A comparative analysis of the numerical
data provides sufficient information about the
core components of the description of the special
military operation in Ukraine in Chinese news
texts. The conducted analysis pointed to the obvious
difference in the frequency of lexemes describing
the historical context of the conflict in Ukraine.
The authors of the texts published on social media
significantly focus more on the historical causes of
the conflict, especially the Soviet period of history,
as is evidenced by the frequent use of lexemes 755
“USSR” — 321, JJi¥ “history” — 87, & B KV
“Crimea” — 84, &' 7 “Ancient Russia” — 49. The
almost twofold difference in the frequency of the
thematic word groups that reflect the political-and-
economic context of the special military operation
can be observed in the two corpuses: lexemes
belonging to the “Politics and Economy” thematic
group were used 2211 times in official media texts
and 1210 times in unofficial media texts. Official
media pay significantly more attention to the
political and economic events that are unfolded as
a consequence of the Ukrainian conflict, describing
sanctions, countless political events, economic
consequences, as indicated by the frequent use of
corresponding lexemes: ill#; “sanctions”—96, S K
“support” — 92, R “food” — 87, FI*¥ “peace” —
77, $% B “aid (material)” — 65, ELf “politics” — 65,
X1 “dialogue” — 61, HHii “agreements” — 58.
The great attention to the essence of the conflict
and its historical context, with a decrease in the
coverage of the political-and-economic sphere, also
reflects the basic feature of the Chinese blogosphere
as a whole, namely its strict centralization and
regulation: in unofficial media, authors usually try
to avoid political issues, leaving the decisive word
in covering this sphere to official state sources.
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Table 1. Thematic groups with the most frequent keywords

Group

Institutional Media corpus

Non-Institutional Media corpus

1. Conflicting

reflecting combat
actions)

1n§d§lﬁé}/ fltonh onts

Donbass_ inyasids

FECTISIS

. . Turke WestMoscow
parties (countries, France EuropeUN European Union
intemational Istanbul KylV U Ja an
organizations, Poland Gérmany Poland yiv
NATO NATO.
Belaruschihﬁmmiawest Bela lruCh ‘Europc Eng lmd ce
European Union e ”‘”‘
Moscow

2. Military
sphere (Russiall t kc\%egpl(é% Col?frontldtlogqﬂ a war

I Strike mnmlla split
andlUkramlan biological lahoratory, adangel A% Sniict
seitlements, .. army of Russia Imy weapon.
weaponry, mlhtary un]tspcmal mllltaly opcmnonwar E 111 y Of RuSSIanaZIS
vocabulary directly questloﬁ/problem stril due Stion/problem

special mlht'lry opcratlonSCCurlt
COntl Ol attack army of Ukraine egy

nvasion

biological laboratory
conduct hostilities

aspect of the special
military operation)

port

struggle for

Scholz
Uy

ESOt1AtION Tability
POllthSsanctlonsmcnd

Beijin 7"aid position
sam materia) XPO! ort

irements

‘coherence

danger offensive
3. Politics and
economy (political- assis P €ACE Kuteva
and_economic Mﬁcxonsupport g pOllthS ercianty

ad dnterestssanc

(material) rel ltl(‘rn\h‘lp
Plo.\ldcnPutln}x‘::llté%%gnize
€CONOIMICS

independence

l government

cooperation

4. History (historical
context)

Crimea

Afghanistan
Norntandy Format

Taiwan

Cold War
USSR

Cold War
Afghanistan

World War 11

Taiwan

Crimeés
Rus
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Distribution of keywords by thematic groups

Further analysis revealed specific
manifestations of the representation of the special
military operation in the media discourse of China.
First of all, it is impossible not to pay attention to
the nomination of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict
(Table 2).

We can notice some difference in the
frequent nominations of the special military
operation. In the corpus of official media, the
nominations f&EAl “crisis” and {15 “conflict”
are predominant, with frequencies of 145 and
110. At the same time, in the social media corpus,
the nominations &4+ “war” and A\1%/12 0%
“invasion/aggression” dominate, with frequencies
of 248 and 156. This reflects differences in
rhetoric and emphasis between official media and
social networks. In particular, in unofficial media,
lexemes with a negative connotation such as
“invasion” and “annex” are encountered, creating
anegative image of “a large state that unlawfully
attacked a small, weak neighbor’*:

(1) BR324 OB N, 12 451
+Hh . (%1°F/Zhihu) — I support Ukraine in opposing
the invasion and occupation of state territories by
Russia;

(2) PriBfHIE b2 Ry R AT F ., &
HFNBE LSBT 417 8? (F1°T/Zhihu) —
What kind of behavior is it to restrain a strong enemy
by annexing a weak neighbor?

Note the lexeme 7+ Ff “annexation” is
formed through copulative compounding, which
involves combining two semantic roots that
are homogeneous in nature, meaning that each
character contributes to the overall meaning of
the word. #Jf (“annexation”) consists of ¥
“to swallow” and Ff “to unite”, reflecting a high
potential for forming a negative assessment.

The use of the word denoting “war” to name
the special military operation is also more frequent
in social media corpus , whereas official media
are significantly more neutral and most often
use the phrase 58 — “Russian-Ukrainian

Table 2. Nomination of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict (the frequency of word usage)

Keyword Official media Social network
fEHL “crisis” 145 31
M5 “conflict” 110 51
¥ 42 5547 8)) “special military operation” 84 23
i “war” 79 248
N2 /120 “invasion/aggression” 67 156
#IF “annex” 0 25

Science Journal of VolSU. Linguistics. 2025. Vol. 24. No. 1
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conflict”. The significantly negative nature of the
coverage of Russia’s actions in the context of the
special military operation on social media can be
confirmed by specific examples:

Q) RFBR G, P WRRIBFRIA S
A LLAEH . (%0°F/Zhihu) — After the war broke out,
it became clear that Russia plans to annex Kherson
and other territories;

(4) 2 Wik NRGIBE, WBUAXE, [P IR
fl 15 28 ik . (J0°F-/Zhihu) — Russia is bogged down
in the quagmire of war, facing financial difficulties,
and anti-war sentiments are rising within the country.

The examples above show that outside official
media, Russia is portrayed as an “aggressor that
invaded the territory of a neighboring state and
annexed its territories for unclear purposes.”
Noteworthy is the metaphorical model WAR IS
A QUAGMIRE, an ontological metaphor of high
intensity, which through reframing the conceptual
characteristics of military actions emphasizes
their assessment by the author as “protracted and
unproductive.” As is known, metaphors are an
effective means of speech influence, it is described by
various researchers as a tool for forming the author’s
opinion [Kalinin, Ignatenko, 2022] and media image
atthe conceptual level [Brugman, Burgers, Vis, 2019].

It should be noted that not all studied
publications present the Russian-Ukrainian
conflict in such a negative light; however, unlike
official media, where events are represented in
a deliberately neutral style, manifestations of
negativization are quite frequent. Thus, in 112 out
of 150 reviewed texts of non-institutional media
discourse, elements of negative assessment of the
special military operation, its methods, causes, or
consequences were identified.

From a pragmatic perspective, the difference in
the use of individual lexical units within the thematic
group “history” is highly significant, as it highlights
distinctions in the representation of the historical
context when describing the special military operation
in the texts of official media and social networks.
The context of any political event is essential for the
Chinese audience, whose cultural peculiarity lies
in its orientation toward the past and the search for
the causes of present events in history (see Table 3).

In the corpus of official media, the term
£74 “Taiwan” is mentioned more frequently
(48 occurrences) compared to social networks
(26 occurrences), highlighting its prominence
in the official discourse. Similarly, 1% = JEAR
“Normandy Format” appears exclusively in
official media (22 occurrences), emphasizing
the diplomatic focus of these texts. In contrast,
the social media corpus demonstrates a stronger
emphasis on historical and ideological references,
with significantly higher mentions of #7J% “USSR”
(321 occurrences compared to 9 in official media)
and JJj 5 “History” (87 occurrences compared to
17). Lexemes such as 5 HL oKWV “Crimea”, /i
“World War II”, and %' #f “Rus” are also more
prevalent in social media, indicating a preference
for framing the context of the special military
operation within a broader historical narrative.
Interestingly, the term 2§ “Cold War” shows
similar frequencies in both corpora (30 in official
media and 33 in social networks), suggesting
that it is a shared framework for interpreting
contemporary events. These differences reflect
the distinct priorities of the two corpora: official
media focus on current diplomatic and geopolitical
issues, while social networks emphasize historical
and ideological dimensions.

Table 3. Historical context of the special military operation (the frequency of word usage)

Keyword Official media Social network
578 “Taiwan” 48 26
% “Cold War” 30 33
2 AL “Normandy Format” 22 0
s “History” 17 87
J3lk “USSR” 9 321
Bl ‘& 1 “Afghanistan” 9 30
o HOKIE “Crimea” 7 84
% “World War I1” 1 39
% i “Rus” 0 49

46

Becmuux Boal'V. Cepusa 2, fzvikosnanue. 2025. T. 24. Ne |



O.I Kalinin, K.N. Mironenko. Linguapragmatic Characteristics of the Russian-Ukrainian Conflict Representation

The following examples from Chinese
blogs show the specifics of covering the historical
context of the special military operation:

(5) TR IS, R 25T 5 IR D M
7870 Ot R g FE A T RE , RN S 5 2
TP, AT ARIE=8 OREEm -+
LA (AGre) +KZIEH OOt
TRAEAE R E B 1% V5 V5 LT RIS 36 [ A st 1
LW e E, BB B8 A E. T/
Zhihu) — After the collapse of the USSR, Russia,
which lost Ukraine, no longer had the opportunity
to become a world superpower, because Ukraine
for Russia is equivalent to the three northeastern
provinces (food base) + the ‘Shanghai region’ of
China (economic center) + Chang’an and Luoyang
(cradle of civilization). It is hard to imagine how the
national power of the USA would decline if they lost
the Mississippi River basin, and China, which lost the
Shanghai region.

In this sentence, the author explains
the strategically important significance of
Ukraine for Russia both historically and
socio-economically. Such an example of
persuasive influence is based on national-
cultural analogies and symbols understandable
to the Chinese linguistic culture, capable of
exerting linguistic-and-pragmatic influence
simultaneously on rational and emotional
spheres, confirming the necessity of considering

cultural context when analysing national
discourses [Shi-Xu, 2022].

(6) PRIONMRE 7 & 50 22 [F) SC AL, A2 I KA
AT, SRR P N2 — KN, B,
W R B B 5 50 2, AR R SC R A A
Heo P LS 0 2 AR B % B AR AR 0 R
I W . (51°F/Zhihu) — Since Russia and
Ukraine are brotherly peoples and have a common
language, before the collapse of the USSR, they were
one family. Obviously, Russia wants to help Ukraine,
using the advantages of “common language and
brotherly people,” so Ukraine should have understood
Russia’s goodwill and joined it.

In this sentence, where a positive
representation of Russia’s image is, we observe
a comparison of Russia-Ukraine relations with
family ties, focusing the Chinese audience to
the “legitimacy of Russia’s actions to protect
the Russian-speaking population in Ukraine,”
which reflects the author’s intention to positively
evaluated Russia’s actions.

A detailed study of the quantitative
distribution of lexical units reflecting the parties to
the conflict demonstrates which political entities
appear as direct and indirect participants in the
conflict (Table 4).

The most obvious pattern is the high
frequency of the lexeme USA, with almost
identical values for the two corpus, indicating that

Table 4. Conflict actors (the frequency of word usage)

Keyword Official media Social network
[ “USA” 685 625
Jb#) “NATO” 356 259
Hi [E “China” 155 462
K “Europe” 130 147
B “EU” 114 166
YU “West” 114 234
B4 “Kiev” 95 95
A [ “UN” 90 34
+HH “Turkey” 88 4
{8 [ “Germany” 57 57
¥ % “Poland” 53 50
7%1E “France” 50 34
H %2 U “Belarus” 41 47
fETEAG /R “Istanbul”? 36 0
YL [E “England” 33 42
vl “Moscow” 31 42
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in Chinese media, the USA is recognized as a de
facto party to the conflict. Interestingly, the West
is more frequently mentioned in social media,
whereas NATO is more often mentioned in official
media, reflecting the formal and informal nature of
information representation. Additionally, note the
higher frequency of the lexeme China in the texts
of the non-institutional corpus, likely reflecting a
greater interest in internal matters, characteristic
of Chinese linguistic culture in general.
Let’s consider specific examples:

(7) SRR 5 5g 2 KM RIHES Stz 3l
IR TR 2 S, I AN W R B TR A i R
Gy ik, (N HR/ People’s Daily
Newspaper) — The USA has long organized and
promoted an anti-Russian campaign in Ukraine, fueled
nationalism, and constantly undermined all attempts
to resolve the Ukrainian issue through negotiations.

In this example from official media, we see
a direct accusation of the USA in further fueling
the war, encouraging nationalist movements, and
hindering peace. Obviously, such negativization of
the USA’s role in international relations is part of
China’s media strategy to strengthen its own image.

(8) E&ul, FHEAENZHESFETEFE
A TR K E, a2 8 S AT B & B bR L%,
Y AN RS e R ER . (AR H
#/People’s Daily Newspaper) — Wang Yi stated that
as a permanent member of the UN Security Council
and a responsible country, China has always faithfully
fulfilled its international obligations and played a
constructive role in maintaining world peace and
stability.

This example confirms the previous one,
namely that within official media, China forms an
image of a peacekeeping country for its internal and
external audience, actively contrasting itself with
Western countries supporting active hostilities,
as confirmed by clichéd phrases like always
faithfully fulfill its international obligations, play
a constructive role in maintaining world peace
and stability, and others.

Unofficial media offer a more simplified
logic of presentation, pursuing practically the
same goal — demonstrating the inefficiency of the
existing foreign policy arrangement, achieved, for
example, through criticism of the UN:

9) B AT A A SRR S KDY 2 (R1-F/
Zhihu) — Why doesn’t the UN support the four regions
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of Eastern Ukraine (referring to LPR, DPR, Kherson,
and Zaporizhzhia regions)?

(10) BEAE — HIX 4 X 3E 7 A R,
(%1°F-/Zhihu) — The UN constantly treats the USA with
obsequious respect.

It is also noteworthy that the Chinese
traditionally positively evaluate the personality
of the President of the Russian Federation,
V.V. Putin:

(1) AR, A B ENRE 2 A
SO TG, AR S IRATT A R e A ]
(%n-F-/Zhihu) — I hope that the old friend of the Chinese
people, Mr. Putin, will redouble his efforts and continue
to help us gain strategic space.

We emphasize separately that publications
negatively portraying or even demonizing
the image of the President of Russia were not
identified in either official media or social
networks. At the same time, with neutral mentions
of the personality of the President of Ukraine,
V. Zelensky, in official media, we noticed a
decrease in the frequency of his mention in
unofficial media and the use of derogatory
rhetoric:

(12) KMFEEM RN T HTIH T, TR
FEE I, S 7 — W YRR i 56,
HEHE, AFIKHEZEIK. (51°F/Zhihu) - Noticing
that Zelensky is a promising boy, Biden gathered a
gang of brothers who have been friends for generations
and initiated that those who have money and weapons
should give them.

Conclusions

The conducted corpus content analysis, based
on the quantitative counting of keywords followed
by thematic segmentation and linguacultural
interpretation, as well as a refining critical
comparative analysis of individual sentences and
texts, has confirmed its applicability as a tool for
identifying the linguapragmatic characteristics
of a socio-political object. The results of the
study demonstrate the specificity of representing
Russia’s image in the context of the description
of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict in Chinese
media through the use of certain linguistic
means. The choice of sources for the material
under analysis, including both official media, the
online version of the CPC newspaper People’s
Daily, and the social network Zhihu, enables
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a more objective study of the linguapragmatic
characteristics of the Russia’s image within
institutional and non-institutional discourses in
the Chinese language in a comparative manner.

As a result of the content analysis of news
and analytical publications, specific conclusions
were drawn about how the image of Russia
is formed in Chinese media in the context of
informing the public about the course of the
Russian-Ukrainian conflict (Table 5). The findings
presented in the table reflect the results of a
linguistic-pragmatic analysis, which examines
how lexical units or phrases are used to convey
specific communicative intentions or rhetorical
goals in a given context. These characteristics
are evident through evaluative connotations and
the distribution of emphasis, providing insight
into the narrative strategies employed in different
types of media.

Thus, summarizing the findings, we can
say that the representation of the special military
operation by official media is carried out
generally by using neutrally colored lexical
units. Officially accepted phrases are often used
to name the Russian-Ukrainian conflict, and the
linguapragmatic goal of media texts consists
of describing the causes and consequences of
conflicts. The low-frequency use of evaluative
vocabulary reflects the lack of changes in the
evaluative representation of Russia’s image in the
Chinese official media. The Russian-Ukrainian
conflict is often presented to the audience as
a “result of aggressive US foreign policy,”
a consequence of “historical contradictions,”
which creates opportunities for actively promoting
the peacekeeping nature of Chinese diplomacy.

Social media have a broader range in
forming the audience’s assessment of Russia
in the context of the special military operation
discription. The analysis of the linguapragmatic
characteristics of media texts in Chinese blogs
showed that the majority of authors consider
the initiation of hostilities as “erroneous and
unjustified,” sometimes directly indicating signs
of “aggression and annexation.” The texts often
use negatively colored vocabulary and metaphors
to name the conflict and characterise military
actions negatively.

At the same time, the historical context
is actively described, the relatedness of
socio-political systems and national-ethnic
characteristics is examined in detail, and the
President of Russia is positively evaluated,
appearing as a strong and decisive leader who
dared to “challenge the global hegemon.” Thus,
we believe that non-institutional media, while
more explicitly forming a negative image of
Russia as a participant in the military conflict,
still leave room for the development of one’s
own opinion.

NOTES

I Research on the topic “Linguopragmatic
characteristics of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict
representation in China media discourse” was carried
out at the expense of the Grant under the Russian
Science Foundation Ne 24-18-00049, https://rscf.ru/
project/24-18-00049/

2 Further, the article provides examples from
media sources in Chinese translation, which are
supplemented by explanations in the form of a
translation made by the authors of this article.

Table 5. Main linguapragmatic characteristics of the special military operation’s representation

Linguapragmatic Official Media

characteristics

Social Media

The essence of the

Neutral; result of geopolitical

Predominantly negative; aggression from

conflict games, Cold War mentality Russia; response to NATO’s eastward
expansion
US participation Negative, USA as a global Neutral, USA as one of the conflict
hegemon inciting wars participants

Reasons Political, economic Historical, economic

Emphasis Geopolitical context, economic Causes of the conflict, military aspect
consequences

Putin Neutral Positive

Zelensky Neutral Negative
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